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Housing has always been one of
Gibraltar�s largest and as yet unre-
solved dilemmas. This is one of the
old chestnuts that is and has been a
regular in every manifesto for years.

The PDP when in Government would
seek to make this an issue of the past
once and for all. Our people de-
serve nothing less than decent liv-
ing conditions where it counts to
them, at home, and no Gibraltarian
should have to resort to finding ac-
commodation in Spain because that
is all they can afford or because
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In a radical and striking initiative the
PDP has launched an overall strat-
egy to tackle the long-standing is-
sues of housing and urban regen-
eration in a thorough and sustain-
able way.

The Party has revealed the outline
of an exciting strategy that it will set
out in greater detail in coming
months and will form the corner-
stone of its comprehensive ap-
proach.

The PDP is proud to confirm that the
central aims of their strategy will be;

1. To resolve the housing problem
through a combination of new build,
repair of existing stock and a partial
liberalisation of the private sector

housing market;

2. To create a land bank in an envi-
ronmentally acceptable fashion to
allow the development of the
economy and provide for our social
needs;

3. To maximise the conservation of
our heritage assets while allowing
economic development;

4. To grow our economy and de-
velop our tourism product sensitively.

Taken together, this will lead to the
creation of a �New Town� in an
ambitious land reclamation project.

The proposed reclamation would be
divided into �Residential New Town�,
�Tourism and Leisure�, and �Com-
mercial� zones.

At its launch in June the PDP said
that it would make further announce-
ments as to other members of its
Executive in September.

It is delighted to announce today that
Mrs Moira Walsh, Mr Leo Olivero
and Mrs Gigi Sene are part of the
PDP project.

�All three have experience in differ-
ent fields and have served Gibraltar
well for many years. They bring a

wealth of experience and enthusi-
asm to the PDP and have already
been working behind the scenes in
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I am delighted that we are launching this newslet-
ter for members and the public. When we
launched the PDP a few months ago we wanted
to ensure that we conveyed our enthusiastic and
exciting
agenda for
Gibraltar.
We have a
modern
and pro-
gressive
vision for
Gibraltar
that puts
the needs
and aspi-
rations of
the people
of Gibral-
tar at the
heart of
our pro-
gramme.
Already we
have made clear that our Agenda for Change
programme puts certain key values at the fore-
front of our objectives � better economic man-
agement; more quality of life; more democracy;
better planning The environment, health, housing
and social services are just some of the areas we
want to vigorously tackle in our desire to improve
the quality of life for our community. Apart from
that in the field of foreign affairs we are steadfast
in our defence of Gibraltar�s interests and aspira-
tions. The intention is to issue this newsletter on a
quarterly basis and I am sure it will go from
strength to strength. We hope to persuade as
many people as possible to support us. If you
would like to join us or want more information
please do not hesitate to contact us on our
website at www.pdp.gi

Keith Azopardi
PDP Party Leader

In life nothing happens in a vacuum. In an evolving
political climate here in Gibraltar it is heartening to think
that there will always be people to step up to the line and
be counted. The PDP has been born of a growing
disillusionment with the two established parties in Gibraltar
and the feeling that there needs to be a movement towards
a more mature management of our small society.

The fact that many of the Executive are people who have
never been politically active and that there is an equal
mix of men and women is a big positive for this emerging
political force in Gibraltar. Not for the PDP the token
woman to try to pander to political correctness.

There is also a very democratic feeling to meetings and a
willingness to engage with people of all walks of life that
are refreshing for our little country. The PDP genuinely
want to meet with groups and associations to discuss issues
affecting them BEFORE formulating their policies and
papers and thereby try to achieve a Manifesto that is truly
representative of a wide cross section of our society.

We are now very much at a crossroads and people are in
general very tired and disillusioned with the style and type
of government we have been enduring over the past years.
We should and must aspire to more democracy in
Gibraltar, to more self government and self regulation;
to ensuring that we elect a government who is willing and
able to legislate and put in place those very checks and
balances that are so desperately needed to curb abuse
of power.

In many ways the current Government has completely
lost touch with the community and does not really take
on board the day-to-day cares of the ordinary person in
the street. They have seemingly ceased to communicate
with the very people who put them in office, who they
were elected to serve, who ultimately pay their wages.
Public consultation is practically non-existent.

The PDP believes in a style of government that is
sympathetic to the needs of the community and this will
be at the very heart of the political change that the PDP
will be trying to achieve. For those who are disillusioned
with the current political scenario and are searching for
an alternative � the PDP Is that very alternative.

THE BIRTHTHE BIRTHTHE BIRTHTHE BIRTHTHE BIRTH
OF A POF A POF A POF A POF A PARTYARTYARTYARTYARTY
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The New Town would include suffi-
cient parking, public transport and
social facilities and amenities to
incude parks and recreational areas
that would enhance the quality of life
of our citizens.

More than 1500 genuinely low cost
homes would be built over 10 years.
The current Government�s so-called
affordable housing is beyond the fi-
nancial reach of many. Houses built
by a PDP administration would be
within the purchasing power of a
much greater number of families
and homes for rental would be built
for those unable to buy. A pro-
gramme of providing specially
adapted housing for the elderly and
those with special needs is envi-
sioned. Environmental impact stud-
ies and thorough and widespread
consultation would be carried out for
this ambitious project.

Under a PDP government
Gibraltarians will not have to live in
Spain out of necessity because there
are insufficient houses in Gibraltar,
or because they have been priced
out of the market because of the un-

balanced prioritising of luxury hous-
ing by the current administration.

The �New Town� project will also
allow the regeneration of parts of
the old town to maximise its own
natural and historical beauty. The
PDP believe that the old town should
be the pride of Gibraltar rather than
its shame and could become more
prominent in a well planned tourist
experience.
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The old town should be the pride of Gibraltar rather than its shame

the Party for some months. We are
delighted that they have chosen to
form part of our effort to present a
solid, viable and progressive alter-
native for Gibraltar�, said PDP
Leader Keith Azopardi

Leo Olivero is a retired Superintend-
ent of the Royal Gibraltar Police
Force and during his career was in-
volved in the preparation and im-

plementation of numerous commu-
nity-oriented police initiatives. He
was Chairperson of the Police Com-
munity Consultative Group for the
first two years after its creation. Over
the last three years he has been a
regular writer in local newspapers
particularly inn the Panorama Daily.
His articles have contributed to rais-
ing the level of awareness associ-
ated with important social issues
such as the abuse of alcohol, to-
bacco and drugs.

Moira Walsh dedicated more than
thirty years of her life to the field of
education. Children and the Youth
have been at the centre of her life
as a former Teacher for several dec-
ades. She was Vice-President of the
Gibraltar Teachers Association at the
time of the campaign against the fast
launches in 1995.

Gigi Sene has over the last 20 years
dedicated her time and energy to her

Letters to
the editor
We welcome members
of the public sending
their views and opinions
to the editor for
publication.

Only letters which are
accompanied by the
senders full name and
address will be considered
for publication.

Send your letters to:

The Editor
Gibraltar First
Newsletter
PO Box 1373
Gibraltar
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The PDP is entirely in favour of Tri-
lateral dialogue and many aspects
of the Cordoba Agreement. If a sov-
ereignty-neutral Airport Agreement
with all the economic benefits that
could bring had been achieved, the
PDP would have supported the Air-
port Agreement reached by the Gov-
ernment. To maximise the possibil-
ity of a beneficial agreement being
reached the PDP had, on several
occasions, urged the Government to
discuss its contents prior to its an-
nouncement.

However the Government ignored
all calls for details and proceeded
regardless as if it only knows what is
best for Gibraltar.

We are now faced with a scenario
where the Chief Minister has taken
it upon himself to decide what is best
for Gibraltar on an issue as impor-
tant and emotive as the Airport
Agreement. This is the single most
important agreement to emerge
from the Trilaterals and should un-
doubtedly qualify for submission to
a Referendum for the people of Gi-
braltar to endorse.

AIRPORT
CONCESSIONS

concession on sovereignty that has
never previously been made by any
Government. Sovereignty is not bi-
lateral for Britain and Spain. The
sovereignty of Gibraltar is vested in
its people. This is so because of our
right to self-determination.

Joint Liaison Committee to consider
at a technical level any problem or
issue relating to the functioning of
the arrangements. Why the need to
consult Spain on how OUR airport
functions.

Passengers embarking from the
Spanish side of the terminal will be
treated as still in Schengen-
Spain�no checks by any officials.

Passengers arriving from the Gibral-
tar side of the terminal will be
checked by Spanish officials before
boarding the plane if on route to a
Spanish airport.

Passengers arriving from Spanish
airport and exiting into Spain will be
treated as if they are still in
Spain�..therefore no checks by any
officials.

Passengers arriving in Gibraltar will
go through a Schengen/Spanish exit
control (through a glass or whatever)
then Gibraltar passport entry con-
trol to enter Gibraltar.

De facto, the plane and its passen-
gers are being dealt with as if al-
ready on Spanish soil.

All aspects of the operations of the
terminal will be run by a joint ven-
ture company owned by Gibraltar
and Spanish commercial operators.

Why was Spain so insistent in ob-
taining this if it is not about gaining
partial control over our airport.

If you as a Gibraltarian find this has
no sovereignty implications and are
completely comfortable with this
then there is no argument. The PDP
feel it would be politically irrespon-
sible NOT to point out the dangers
inherent in this agreement.

The PDP therefore urges that peo-
ple should read the full agreement
BEFORE making a final judgement
on the merits of this agreement. Be
cautious not to be swept away on
the tide of the euphoria that the
Chief Minister is promoting without
setting all the facts out clearly.

Log on to www.fco.gov.uk, or
www.mae.es/es or our website
www.pdp.gi and download the
agreements for yourselves or call us
on Tel: 49000 and we will supply
you with a printed copy. As a party
we do not want to convince you of
our own analysis � we want the peo-
ple to make their own informed de-
cision.

We believe the objectionable parts
of the Airport Agreement should be
dropped and not implemented.
There are several issues that give
Spain a real say in the running and
control of our airport and of pas-
sengers in Gibraltar. It treats the ter-
ritory of the airport as if it were Span-
ish territory. When elected to Gov-
ernment we would ensure that
agreements that are not in our inter-
ests and have not been endorsed by
the people in a referendum are
abandoned.

AIRPORT AGREEMENT:
THE FACTS

The Agreement states for the first
time ever by aGibraltar Government
in the first paragraph:
�The Gibraltar Government under-
stands and accepts that the refer-
ences to sovereignty are bilateral to
UK and Spain.� This is a massive
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The PDP in its Pledge to Living Democracy an-
nounced in July this year committed itself to a radi-
cal overhaul of the democratic system in Gibraltar
that will prevent future Governments abusing power.

We can all think of examples of political arrogance,
failure to consult, running roughshod over people�s
concerns that show that a change of Government
is now badly needed. Gibraltar needs to be gov-
erned with better consultation, freer debate and an
acceptance of genuine political differences. From
the Rosia Tanks debacle to the manner in which
land has recently been allocated to private devel-
opers by direct allocation behind close doors or
how appointments in Government employment are
made we all have stories that demonstrate the need
to ensure that power is curbed and exercised prop-
erly. Absolute power corrupts absolutely and Gi-
braltar is no exception.

Our concerns, which are shared by many
Gibraltarians, are that the appropriate checks and
balances that prevent abuse of power should be-
come an important part of the way we govern our-
selves.

The PDP recognises that the current 69 Constitu-
tion relies on colonial checks and balances that are
outdated and insufficient. The net effect has been
that the current Constitution does not deliver to the
people either the necessary democratic check on
ourGovernment nor the ability or power to self regu-
late and impose checks and balances that safe-
guard the rights of citizens from day to day. Gen-
eral elections every four years are a wholly insuffi-
cient way to safeguard democracy.

Ensuring real democratic accountability not only
requires constitutional reform but the introduction
of legislation and other measures designed to
achieve that. Above all it requires political willing-
ness and a new style of Government that is much

PDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRACYCYCYCYCY
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more prepared to embrace real debate, democ-
racy, public participation and accountability. Mr
Caruana and the GSD appear unwilling to be sub-
jected to such checks. Ask yourselves why?

It is precisely these concerns that led the PDP to
formulate its 28 point �Pledge to Living Democ-
racy� which was made public in a press conference
on the 20th July 2006 and which is available on
our website www.pdp.gi.

This 28-point pledge that will form part of our mani-
festo commitment at the next election included:

1. Enlargement and reform of our
Parliament and electoral system to guar-
antee more Parliamentary accountability
through a more representative Parliament
that ensures back bench participation,
freer debate and the better representation
of minorities. The Government must listen
to the people.

2. That a PDP Chief Minister would only
serve for eight years in office.

3. Legislation to create a Parliamentary
Ombudsman with investigative and other
powers and an Independent Parliamen-
tary Committee (IPC), appointed jointly by
all parties represented in our Parliament,
with power to consider any recommenda-
tion made by the Parliamentary Ombuds-
man pursuant to an investigation. The IPC
would have extensive powers of recom-
mendation, sanction and, where impro-
priety is identified, referral to the Attorney
General for consideration.
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4. The introduction of monthly-televised
meetings of our Parliament, including
�Chief Minister�s Question Time� in the
House of Assembly, which will provide the
Opposition parties regular opportunities
to quiz the Government on matters of
interest.

5. The provision of Statistical information
requested by the Opposition freely, to
them on request and the requirement that
Members of the House supply annual
updates to the Register of Interests.

6. The establishment of an Independent
Tender Board.

7. A Code of Practice for Ministers and
their Departments.

8. Amendment of our Legal Aid and As-
sistance Ordinance to give meaningful
access to representative groups and indi-
viduals to challenge Government deci-
sions.

9. Greater consultation and cooperation
with the Opposition of the day and a
general reduction of the climate of acri-
mony and personalities.

10. The greater use of referenda on im-
portant questions to allow the public a
more frequent expression of opinion on
these matters

We are the only party that has committed itself to
these checks and balances. We want a Gibraltar in
which Gibraltarians can live freely without any fear
in a truly democratic society where those who are
entrusted to govern are truly accountable and lis-
ten to the people. If you want to be part of that
society then vote PDP at the next election.

PDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRAPDP PRIORITISES DEMOCRACYCYCYCYCY
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Whilst Environmental issues are taking up more
prominence with Governments world-wide and in
the media these days, they deserve much more se-
rious attention. There is much work to be done
and quickly to address issues and in order for peo-
ple to understand the seriousness in working to-
gether to ensure the survival of our planet.

The CEPSA refinery spewing smoke and toxic fumes

Gibraltar, although small in size (but large in popu-
lation) can and MUST make changes to our way of
life to ensure that we play our part in the world-
wide collective effort for our own benefit and for
the benefit of all.

Many people look to the refinery as a scapegoat
for all our ills. This may be true in part, but we also
have to look responsibly at our own problems and
address those. There is no reason why, together
with a Government willing to lead by example, we
could not turn Gibraltar into a country to be held
up as into an environmental model within Europe.

The PDP feel very strongly about and are fully com-
mitted tomakingGibraltar a safer, cleaner andmore
environmentally friendly place for all our people to
live in, and will, after due consultation with ESG,
GONHS, Friends of the Earth and the Heritage Trust,
reveal our policy document on this extremely im-
portant subject. We look forward to publishing this
in the next edition of our newsletter.
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As announced at its official launch the Progressive
Democratic Party believes there are certain key ar-
eas where vigorous policies need to be followed to
tackle areas of need.

The Party places central importance to five objec-
tives in domestic affairs and will work towards
achieving these.

It will outline detailed policies under each part of
this Agenda and places this at the heart of its com-
prehensive and radical domestic programme.

For the PDP its main Agenda for Change is to en-
sure that there is;

1. More Democracy

The PDP has already stated its firm view that there
should be a new style of politics and government.
This needs to be supported by also enhancing de-
mocracy, public participation and parliamentary
accountability. The Party is committed to bringing a
fresh and positive style of politics.

2. More Vision

Government planning in any field should have vi-
sion and strategic thinking. Government needs to
be proactive not reactive.

3. More Quality of Life

Policies to enhance social justice, equality and re-
spect for people and property should be adopted.
Much more attention needs to be paid to the key
areas of housing, community services, the environ-
ment and youth policies.

The quality of life of our people should be central
and achieved by better access to services and hous-
ing and through environmentally sustainable poli-
cies.

PDP ANNOUNCES ITSPDP ANNOUNCES ITSPDP ANNOUNCES ITSPDP ANNOUNCES ITSPDP ANNOUNCES ITS
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4. Better Services

Our public services should be more efficient, re-
sponsive and resourced. Hard-working public em-
ployees should be helped by Government to pro-
vide improvements to public services.

5. Better Economic Management

The creation of economic opportunities and any
improvement to infrastructure should be sensitive
and socially acceptable. Economic management
needs to be geared to tackle the social agenda.

These objectives are consistent with the PDP�s ba-
sic philosophy and political outlook outlined at the
inaugural public event.

The PDP intends to announce specific and detailed
policies in all these areas in coming months in fields
as diverse as housing, the environment, health or
social services. The Party has already done much
work towards this.

It will make its first specific policy announcement
on the topic of Enhancing Democracy within the
next two weeks.

In the meantime it is today setting out the key ob-
jectives that will govern its domestic policy to make
clear to people what its main aims are.

�We will place these five key objectives at the heart
of domestic policy and will introduce reforms to
achieve lasting change and improvement. This
Agenda for Change will be at the heart of our pro-
gramme and will remain so.

At the next election there should be a contest of
ideas and the PDP will seek to persuade people
that it should be entrusted with carrying out the spe-
cific policies it will announce in coming months to
implement these five objectives within this Agenda
for Change� said Keith Azopardi.
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WORKING TOGETHER
FOR THE FUTURE
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there is nothing available for them
here. This is the result of a lack of
planning and caring for those peo-
ple who are not able to afford the
so called �affordable� homes.

Our Housing policy therefore, tack-
les all areas of housing in a radical
yet balanced and measured way,
always ensuring that there is proper
planning to maximise not just the
short term, but the long term ben-
efits of our beautiful City.

Our plans for a residential new town,
as recently announced, would be
one of our priority projects. As well
as providing much needed environ-
mentally friendly homes for rental,
recreational areas and amenities
that would enhance the quality of life
of our citizens would be an intrinsic
part of the project.
Additionally, we would be looking
at providing low-cost homes for
families who cannot afford to take
on large mortgages and for single
persons who are not able to buy on
a single income. Specially adapted
homes for the disabled and the eld-
erly are also envisaged after due
consultation with experts in the ar-
eas of design and building.

Our plans for the private sector in-
clude a much needed review of the
Landlord and Tenant�s Ordinance
which is long overdue as well as
providing incentives for landlords to
refurbish their properties.

Last but not least, Gibraltar is fast
turning into a concrete jungle with
no direction and development can-

not continue in this manner. A PDP
Government would ensure that the
private luxury developments do not
monopolise the allocation of land
resources and prime sites.

Gibraltar is OUR home and we
should all equally share in its enjoy-
ment.

JOIN THE PDP NOW

family and her business even though
she comes from a family in which
discussions on politics and the state
of Gibraltar are commonplace. She
had never previously been involved
in politics or campaigning in any
way until the Government�s ill-fated
decision to demolish the Rosia
Tanks.

�I have entered the political arena
in an attempt to change the current
political status quo. Many people
like me have become totally disillu-
sioned at the way politics is con-
ducted by other parties in Gibraltar.
The PDP for me offers the only real
alternative to the present two party
scenario. My own political thoughts
and objectives are very much in tune
with the policies the PDP are offer-
ing and those that are planned for
the future. I would like to think of
myself as a campaigning commu-
nity politician and one who is there
to listen to the people that matter

the most � the public� said Leo
Olivero.

�First and foremost I am a proud
Gibraltarian. I have been married to
Martin, a retired police officer, for
38 years and have three children
and four grandchildren. Children
have always been very important to
me. Despite it being a time in my
life when most would be thinking of
taking it easy, I feel unable to do so
in the present political climate in
Gibraltar. The only other time when
I have similarly felt compelled to get
involved in public issues was at the
time of the anti-launch campaign�
said Moira Walsh.

�Last year what begun as residents
lodging legitimate concerns with the
Development and Planning Com-
mission snowballed into a full blown
campaign that highlighted a serious
democratic deficit and abuse of
power. This drove me to get involved
much more actively with like-minded
people so that Gibraltar could as-
pire to a more vibrant democracy.
Gibraltar is a great place to live but
we need to protect what makes it
unique without hindering progress�,
said Gigi Sene.

The PDP intends to make further an-
nouncements on other members that
form part of its project towards the
end of the year and to continue
building the momentum of the Party.


